BENNETT, LUCY
Ms. Bennett is a 60-year-old lady with history of breast cancer in her 30s post mastectomy. While she was in remission in mid 2000, she developed lung cancer which she had surgery for and chemotherapy and radiation, developed post-chemo pneumonitis and had a bout of respiratory failure. The patient recently was admitted to the hospital with respiratory distress, required IV antibiotics. The patient also required PEG and a tracheostomy at that time. Subsequently, the patient’s mammogram and PET scan showed an enlarging mass concerning for cancer in the patient’s lungs, subsequently developed left arm edema and this proved to be a DVT and then had a bout of colitis at Methodist Hospital; this was in 2021. This year, the patient most recently noted to have recurrence of her lung cancer associated with severe pain, weakness, nausea, and vomiting. The patient has decided against any further chemo or radiation therapy. The patient also appears to be short of breath because of her COPD requiring nebulizer treatment on regular basis as well as pain medications on regular basis. The patient suffers from dysphagia; hence, the reason for weight loss and the patient’s current anemia and decreased albumin. The patient’s other issues include osteoporosis, metastatic lung cancer non-small cell, and rotator cuff disorder. Given the patient’s current condition, worsening and her recurrent lung cancer, the patient is hospice appropriate especially given her weight loss, protein-calorie malnutrition and severe weakness, the patient is expected to do poorly, most likely has less than six months to live and is hospice appropriate at this time.
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